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earliest years as sources of income, or the planting by
parental example of the germ of crass selfishness in the
child's disposition. The instances not infrequently met
with of hardened and habitual criminals, who conceal their
unhallowed trade from their children in the hope of shielding
them, at least, from crime are far more praiseworthy than
such wretches as these, who are often clever enough to
avoid actual conflict with the law,

No government, within any conceivable period of time,
will reach the point where individuals will cease to be led
astray by want of occupation, poverty and the spirit of
pleasure-seeking, thus necessarily involving their families
in physical and moral ruin. It is one of the gravest aspects
of crime that it is not limited to the criminal himself, but
disturbs the moral life for generations through the progres-
sive influence of example and defective moral education.
Such evils, of course, cannot be wholly obviated while the
individual causes that produce them are in operation. How-
ever, we do not consider that society has fulfilled its whole
moral duty by punishing the criminal, but regard it as still
under obligation to furnish everyone who desires to earn his
own living by honest labour with the opportunity to do so.
And in like manner the endeavour to destroy, by providing
a helpful system of public education, this silently maturing
germ of immorality ought to be regarded, far more than is
at present the case in our customary modes of remedying
public evils, as a duty that society owes to itself and to the
future.